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from it. Almost the whole eschatology of the vulgarer sort of pulpit orators can be traced to the ravings of this belated follower of the sectaries who massacred each other or were massacred by the Roman legions. Its almost immediate adoption by the Christians is shown by its having been much used by the writer of the so-called Epistle of Barnabas, a work, like itself, belonging to the reign of Nerva, and one of the most vehemently anti-Jewish writings of the first Christian century.
In the seventeenth chapter, a model of good historical writing, the policy of Trajan and his successors is clearly set forth, and we are made to see how it was that the Christians suffered more under them and their able successors, who tried from time to time to bring back the Golden Age of Rome, than they did under far inferior men. Trajan and those who immediately followed him believed in the old Roman ideas, in State Religion and State Control of all the activities of Society. They abhorred all institutions which were not directly under the supervision of the great central authority. In this they were wise in their generation ; Christianity and the Empire had sooner or later to come to death-grips, and it is quite possible that the action of a group of good and great men kept